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Blue Economy Principles for Aotearoa 
New Zealand 
 

Principles to support a sustainable blue economy 
This document sets out principles to underpin Aotearoa New Zealand’s journey towards a 
sustainable blue economy. The Sustainable Seas National Science Challenge defines a blue economy 
through a uniquely Aotearoa lens, which places the moana, and the relationship of people with the 
moana, at its heart. 

The declining health of our marine environment raises serious questions about how we care for and 
manage the oceans. These blue economy principles combine aspirations for healthy oceans with 
society’s requirements and expectations. 

The principles were developed by reviewing blue economy principles used internationally, and then 
researching and establishing a set of blue economy principles domestically. 

The Blue Economy principles are designed to support: 

• people making decisions about investment, regulation, production, science funding, resource 
management, and governance — to nurture, build, or develop a blue economy  

• people interested in transitioning to and tailoring the blue economy to their circumstances — 
including businesses, government agencies, iwi authorities, local and regional government, 
communities, hapu, and whānau. 

Implementing these blue economy principles would help people and organisations:  

• meet international best practice expectations 

• achieve market advantages  

• support communities and central and local government to improve the health of marine 
environments and people’s well-being.  

The principles are designed to align with iwi interests in governance, management, and the use of 
marine environments and resources.  

In Aotearoa, people and the moana are at the heart of a sustainable 

blue economy  
A blue economy definition for Aotearoa means marine activities that generate economic value and 

contribute positively to social, cultural, and ecological well-being.  

By committing to and implementing the blue economy principles: 

• decision makers will help to leave marine environments in a better condition than they found 
them and support all New Zealanders to enjoy and derive diverse values from marine 
environments today and in the future 

• businesses will develop sustainable strategies for medium and long-term success 

• people’s relationships and connections to the moana will be informed by Te Ao Māori and Te 
Tiriti o Waitangi opportunities. 
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Blue economy principles work with ecosystem-based management 

and empowering mana moana principles  
We developed these principles after reviewing blue economy principles internationally, by drawing 

on Sustainable Seas National Science Challenge research on a blue economy for Aotearoa, and 

conducting workshops in a targeted outreach process.  

For more information, you can read our report on Developing blue economy principles for Aotearoa 

New Zealand, which is available on our website. 

These blue economy principles align with two other sets of principles, designed to deliver the 
Challenge objective and vision:  

• Ecosystem-based management (EBM)  

• Empowering mana moana (in development)  

Together, the three sets of principles draw on three core workstreams and are designed to work 
together to secure medium-term legacies for the Sustainable Seas National Science Challenge. 

 

https://www.sustainableseaschallenge.co.nz/tools-and-resources/developing-blue-economy-principles-for-new-zealand/
https://www.sustainableseaschallenge.co.nz/tools-and-resources/developing-blue-economy-principles-for-new-zealand/
https://www.sustainableseaschallenge.co.nz/about-us/why-do-we-need-ebm/
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Implementing the Aotearoa New Zealand blue economy principles
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Summary produced for Sustainable Seas National Science Challenge synthesis strand 

Enhanced blue economy. 

The research and analysis for this summary has been led by Katherine Short, with the support of Tony 

Craig, Partners in Terra Moana Ltd, New Zealand. 

Date of publication 

June 2023 

 

For more information on this project, visit:  
sustainableseaschallenge.co.nz/our-research/enhanced-blue-economy 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About the Sustainable Seas National Science Challenge 

Our vision is for Aotearoa New Zealand to have healthy marine ecosystems that provide value for all New 

Zealanders. We have 75 research projects that bring together around 250 scientists, social scientists, 

economists, and experts in mātauranga Māori and policy from across Aotearoa New Zealand. We are one 

of 11 National Science Challenges, funded by the Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment. 

www.sustainableseaschallenge.co.nz 
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