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Aotearoa New Zealand’s key marine legislation
This graphic shows key pieces of legislation for protecting the marine environment and managing its resources. It is not an exhaustive list of 

all national and international legislation in the marine space, nor does it depict the numerous rules and regulations in the legislation.

Modified from www.environmentguide.org.nz

Resource Management Act 1991 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 Exclusive Economic Zone and Continental Shelf (Environmental Effects) Act 2012

Crown Minerals Act 1991

Fisheries Act 1996   ..   Māori Fisheries Act 2004   ..   Conservation Act 1987 
Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claims) Settlement Act 1992   ..   Māori Commercial Aquaculture Claims Settlement Act 2004

Aquaculture Reform (Repeals and Transitional Provisions) Act 2004   ..   Wildlife Act 1953   ..   Biosecurity Act 1993

United Nations Convention for the Law of  
the Sea (UNCLOS) and other legislation

Marine Reserves 
Act 1971
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Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ)  
200nm from baselineKEY
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1 nm = 1.85 km

Continental rise

Marine and Coastal Area 
(Takutai Moana) Act 2011

Marine Mammals Protection Act 1978   ..   Maritime Transport Act 1994


