How can people, decisions and activities be better connected
from mountains to sea - ki uta ki tai?

Kaikoura

This poster is informed by the ki uta ki tai narrative influencing management across land and sea.
This narrative encourages connected, strategic and holistic governance and management across
boundaries from mountains to sea ‘ki uta ki tai’ – for a healthy and flourishing marine ecosystem
and thriving blue economy. Ki uta ki tai, conceptualised as ‘a comprehensive, culturally based
“mountains to the sea” natural resource management framework’ by Ngāi Tahu resonates with
ecosystem-based management (EBM). From both a Māori cultural view and scientific view, it is
critical that we manage adverse environmental effects across boundaries, ki uta ki tai, for the
wellbeing of marine and coastal environments and for ourselves and future generations.
Everything in te ao mārama (the world of light and enlightenment within which we exist),
including all ecosystems, are interconnected through whakapapa (ancestral connections) and
whanaungatanga (kinship). Whanaungatanga is a wide web of relationships between people
(living and dead), land, water, flora and fauna, and the spiritual world of atua (gods) which are
all connected through whakapapa. All of the people, plants, animals, birds, fish, microorganisms,
the genes they contain, and the ecosystems they form inherit tapu (sacred potential), mana
(utmost privilege and authority and reciprocal obligations that come with it) and mauri (essential
life force) from the atua (gods) – balancing the relationship between humanity and the natural
environment. This delicate relationship is critical for sustainable management, and therefore
Sustainable Seas, helping to identify priorities for decision-making and governance. Restoring the
mauri and wellbeing of the sea requires restoration and enhancement of the environment overall
including upstream and on land – the sea is not disparate from our rivers or mountains, all is
sacred to be respected and treated as taonga (treasures). Hauora o te taiao, hauora o te moana,
hauora o te tangata: Health of the environment, the sea, the people.

Co-governance connects
freshwater management with
marine management, connecting
across organisational and
topographical boundaries.

Through special legislation,
Te Urewera Act (2014) empowers
Te Urewera Forest as its own legal
entity and enables Tūhoe to
re-establish connections
between people (Tūhoe)
and land.

Marlborough
Marlborough Marine
Futures is enabling citizen
leadership in caring for
their marine environment.

Special legislation, the Kaikoura
Marine Management Act 2014,
connects sanctuaries, marine
protects areas and supports
sustainable fisheries with
the aim of ‘fishing for a feed
and for the future.’
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Motiti Island
Connecting kaitiakitanga,
conservation, management and
smart planning for our marine
taonga (treasures) by challenging
current policy and planning
provisions within the
RMA and other
legislation.

East Otago

Fiordland

The Taiapure connects
customary, commercial and
recreational fishing; knowledge
systems, wellbeing and the
environment; and people to
place by using “lore” to
create the “law”.

The Fiordland (Te Moana
o Atawhenua) Marine
Management Act 2005
connects regulation,
tourism, fisheries and
marine science.
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The Living Water partnership
between Fonterra and the Department
of Conservation connects government
agencies and the dairy industry by testing
alternative farming approaches aimed to
reduce adverse effects and enable
ecosystems across land, freshwater
and marine areas to thrive.

South
Island’s SouthEast Coast

Hauraki Gulf
Co-governance through special
legislation, the Hauraki Gulf
Marine Park Act (2000), and the
first area to have a (bicultural)
marine spatial plan, connecting
across multiple users and uses
as well as regulatory
boundaries.

The South-East Marine Protection
Forum connects a network of Marine
Protected Areas. A Crown led
initiative to maintain and
regenerate biodiversity and
build resilience.

I
have
rights!

RAHUI

AREA CLOSURE

Far North
Putting the mana back in the
community by connecting
mātauranga and tikanga based
management such as rāhui placed
by local hapū with education,
science and wider
communities.

Shared values
and processes

WAKA MĀORI

WAKA PĀKEHA
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Kaipara
Harbour
Iwi-led integrated catchment
management approach connecting
across cultures, landscapes /
seascapes and activities using a
bicultural kaupapa which
connects knowledge
systems.

Waikato
Tribal and Crown appointed
representatives comprise the Waikato
River Authority which co-manages the
river using an integrated river
management plan and restoration
fund – connecting across cultures,
catchments and knowledge
systems.

Whanganui
Te Awa Tupua (Whanganui River
Claims Settlement) Act 2017 recognises
the intrinsic mana of the river itself – Te
Awa Tupua as a legal person. Comanagement connects worldviews,
knowledge systems, regulators and
iwi, people and the environment,
mountains to the sea.

Awaroa
Bay

Tasman

A crowd funding campaign
enabled a sense of place,
ownership and access for
future generations.

An integrated catchment
management process connected
communities with ecosystems,
research, industry and
regulators.
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Collaborative
decision- making

Place and time specific, recognising
all ecological complexities and
connectedness, and addressing
cumulative and multiple stressors.

Humans, along with their multiple
uses and values for the marine
environment, are part of the
ecosystem.

Flexible, adaptive management,
prompting appropriate monitoring
and acknowledging uncertainty.

Based on science and mātauranga
Māori, and informed by community
values and priorities.

Marine environments, and their
values and uses, are safeguarded
for future generations.

Governance structures that
provide for Treaty of Waitangi
partnership, tikanga and
mātauranga Māori.

Collaborative, co-designed and
participatory decision-making
processes involving all
interested parties.

Connecting knowledge systems:

Connecting land-use with marine management:

Connecting policy and practice to manage cumulative effects:

Through shared visions, values and processes.

Through landscape planning, customary management, integrated
catchment management, bioregion connections.

Through proactive attention to intersecting pressures and stressors over time and space.

